FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
about the coming Congress. Demole had neglected
to speak with the professor about this; he had
failed to make his request. He longs for another
opportunity to do so, and makes use of a memory in
order to carry out the phantasy. The autopsy on
Nicoud had been an opportunity that he had passed
by. The next patient who seemed about to die was
Larin. It is possible that this thought was already
present in the preconscious of the young physician
during his last visit to Larin. Demole had received
an impression of the critical condition of the patient;
this aroused the hope that he might be able to make
his request when the professor autopsied Larin.
This wishful nature of the premonition is derived
from the quite understandable ambition of the
young doctor. Indeed, it was this desire which made
the visit to the Paris Congress appear so worth his
striving after. Hence, the young doctor would
already have wished that Larin might die soon, so
that he might have an opportunity to speak with the
professor.
We are thus inclined to point to Demole's ambi-
tion as the instinctual impulse which led him to his
sudden conviction. You will recall his description
of the first waking moments. His first thought was
of the Paris Congress and the professor whom he
would accompany. His further associations led to
the autopsy on Nicoud. He thought, however:
Larin's autopsy. This permutation of thought shows
a small but significant slip. It implies that he had
presupposed Latin's death in his phantasy because
the autopsy would afford another opportunity to
make his request of the professor.
Naturally, we do not claim to account for the
coincidental agreement between the premonition
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